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In the Name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Creator God, Giver of Life and All Good Gifts,  

In this season of Pentecost, we humbly come before You as the Body of Christ at St. Peter Lutheran 

Church. We give You thanks: 

+ That You are faithful to Your promises … to hear us always, to love us always, and to be with us 

always.  

+ That out of Your great love, mercy, and compassion You sent Your beloved Son Jesus to us, in 

human form … to live among us, to love us, to teach us, and to suffer and die for us … so that 

we may live as Your children now and forever.  

+ That You are a God of grace, who in Christ Jesus promises to restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish us, that we might live fully connected to You and to one another. 

+ That in Christ’s Name, You sent us a Helper, the Holy Spirit, Who teaches us all things and 

reminds us of all that Jesus said.  

And so it is in this posture of thanksgiving and humility that we, saints and sinners, come to You in 

prayer this day, seeking the Holy Spirit to guide us into Your wisdom, Your truth, and Your love. Help us 

sort out together Your way forward as we consider questions of identity, diversity, and justice with 

respect to race, economics, and gender that have arisen in our life together—in society and as the 

Church, including at the Indiana District Convention. We ask for holy discernment and conversation; 

unity and reasonableness; and grace and peace to live out our faith among our neighbors.  

(Pause) 

Holy Spirit, guide Pastor Clark and bestow upon him: 

+ The gifts of reason, intellect, reconciliation, facilitation, leadership, and clear communication. 

+ A spirit of purity in pursuit of Your Truth in his research and writing … among those with whom 

he takes counsel … and in his study of Your Word, and in prayer and worship.  

+ Insight, discipline, and an open mind in bringing to bear the whole counsel of God, Holy 

Scripture, Lutheran doctrine, and the needs of God’s people as he writes, speaks, and seeks 

further conversation partners to address how we respond faithfully to the issues of our time. 

That he may be strengthened and preserved in body, mind, and spirit to persevere in this task, and 

that we surround him with our love, prayers, guidance, and encouragement in the faith.  

Speak, Lord, Your servants are listening.  

(Pause) 

Holy Spirit, guide the Body of Christ at St. Peter and bestow upon us: 

+ The desire to do Your will and be faithful witnesses to our life in Christ.  

+ Faith and energy to live Your commandments … to love You with our whole heart, soul, mind, 

and strength … and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  



+ A commitment to live connected … with You … with our brothers and sisters in the faith at St. 

Peter, the Indiana District, the Missouri Synod, and the wider Church … and with our neighbors. 

That we may be Your instruments in bringing about Your kingdom as we love and serve You, Your 

Church, and our neighbors. 

Speak, Lord, Your servants are listening.  

(Pause)  

Holy Spirit, guide Your Church in its discernment and bestow upon all its members: 

+ The mind of Christ, who in humility emptied himself and took the form of a servant, obedient 

to God to the point of death on a cross. 

+ Christ’s example of humble service, counting others more significant than ourselves and 

looking to the interests of others as well as our own. 

+ Courage to speak the truth in a spirit of love … the freedom from fear to learn from each other 

… the grace to respect our differences … and a spirit of a unity and joy in Your presence.  

+ Commitment to witness always to what we are FOR and not just what we are against; to show 

that we always are FOR our neighbors in Christ, whatever else must be said; and to discern and 

speak the whole truth, rather than the partial truths of any “side” or ideology. 

+ A salutary process for bringing all stakeholders and leaders together to work toward God-

pleasing consensus in the Church, especially in the LCMS as we head toward the 2023 

Convention. 

That we bear the fruit You freely give us … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control … as we seek to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with You.  

Speak, Lord, Your servants are listening. 

(Pause)  

All-Powerful, All-Knowing, All-Present God, 

Before these words were formed in our minds, felt in our hearts, and uttered from our lips, You heard 

us. You know our deepest desires and concerns. You love us and You love Your Church. Help us to be 

attentive to You, to listen to and follow Your voice as we hear it in Word and Sacrament, in the 

example of Christ the Servant, in the Church, and in one another. Grant us grace to receive Your good 

gifts, that we may … always and in all ways … walk, live, and keep in step with Your Holy Spirit. Speak to 

us, Lord. We are listening.  

In the holy, precious, and life-giving Name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 


