
 

 

Advent Evening Prayer – December 7, 2022



_________________________________________________________________________________________

GATHERED BY THE LONG ARMS OF THE CROSS_________________________________________________________________________________________
December 7, 2022 

IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM WORSHIP at splcm.org/worship 
Video streamed in Fellowship Hall & Sunday School Wing

EVENING PRAYER SERVICE
P–PASTOR;   C–CONGREGATION;   A–CANTOR/CHOIR;   L–LECTOR/LEADER 

✠ In the Name of Jesus ✠
GATHERING ANTIPHON

Please stand and sing continuously.

Taizé – Wait for the Lord Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

O ANTIPHON ORNAMENT (Spoken) (O Clavis David - O Key of David)

P O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, 
you open and no one can close, 
you close and no one can open:

C Come and rescue the prisoners 
who are in darkness 
and the shadow of death.

Wait for the Lord
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SERVICE OF LIGHT
VERSICLES (Sung) LSB 243

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.

L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.

L Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church. 

PHOS HILARON ~ Hymn of Light  (Sung) LSB 244
L Joyous light of glory:
C of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  (Sung) LSB 245
L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe,

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night.

Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Please extinguish candles and place them in the basket in the narthex as you leave.
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PSALMODY
Sit/Kneel
PSALM 141:1-4, 8 (Sung) LSB 245-247

C–ALL; !–MEN; @–WOMEN

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

! O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;
hear my voice when I cry to You.

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

@ Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,
and guard the door of my lips.

! Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

@ But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
in You I take refuge.
Strip me not of my life.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

P Let us pray.
Silence for individual prayer.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 
forever.

C Amen.
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PSALM 27 ~ The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation Tone C (LSB)

Sung A cappella responsively by A–CANTOR and C –CONGREGATION 

A 2When evildoers assail me 
to eat | up my flesh,* 

my adversaries and foes, 
it is they who stum- | ble and fall.

3Though an army encamp against me, 
my heart | shall not fear;* 

though war arise against me, 
yet I will be | confident.

A 4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
that will I seek | after:* 

that I may dwell 
in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
and to inquire in his | temple.

C 5For he will hide me in his shelter 
in the day of | trouble;* 

he will conceal me 
under the cover of his tent; 
he will lift me high up- | on a rock.

A 6And now my head shall be lifted up 
above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 

I will sing and make
melody | to the LORD.

C 7Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 
be gracious to me and | answer me! 

A 8You have said, | “Seek my face.”* 
My heart says to you, 
“Your face, LORD, | do I seek.”

C 9Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in | anger,* 

O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
O God of my sal- | vation!

A 10For my father and my mother 
have for- | saken me,* 

but the LORD will | take me in.
C 11Teach me your way, | O LORD,* 

and lead me on a level path 
because of my | enemies.

A 12Give me not up to the 
will of my adver- | saries;* 

for false witnesses 
have risen against me, 
and they breathe out | violence.

C 13I believe that I shall look upon the 
goodness | of the LORD* 

in the land of the | living!
A 14Wait | for the LORD;* 

be strong,
and let your heart take courage; 
wait | for the LORD!

C Glory be to the Father
and | to the T Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit
as it was in the be-| ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

PSALMODY

PSALM A Psalm 1:1–2

1Blessèd is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
and on his law he meditates | day and night.

PSALM B Psalm 1:1–2

1Blessèd is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
and on his law he meditates | day and night.

PSALM C Psalm 1:1–2

1Blessèd is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
and on his law he meditates | day and night.

PSALM D Psalm 1:1–2

1Blessèd is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
and on his law he meditates | day and night.
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P Let us pray.
Silence for individual prayer.

Gracious Father, protector of those who hope in you: You heard the cry of Your 
Son and kept Him safe in Your shelter in the day of evil.  Grant that Your servants 
who seek Your face in times of trouble may see Your goodness in the land of the 
living, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Sit
OFFICE HYMN Be Still, My Soul– LSB 752
1 Be still, my soul;

the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently

the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul;

your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways

leads to a joyful end.

2 Be still, my soul;
your God will undertake 

To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your

confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious

shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul;

the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled

them while He dwelt below. 

3 Be still, my soul;
though dearest friends depart 

And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better

know His love, His heart, 
Who comes to soothe

your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul;

your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness

all He takes away.

4 Be still, my soul;
the hour is hast’ning on 

When we shall be
forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment,
grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgot,
love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul;
when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessèd
we shall meet at last. 

Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain
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READINGS
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 40:21–31

21Do you not know? Do you not hear? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 

24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

25To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?

He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 

31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

L This is the Word of the Lord:
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection follows the reading.

SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 1:7–10
7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

L This is the Word of the Lord:
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection follows the reading.
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THIRDS LESSON – Matthew 1:18–25
The Birth of Jesus Christ 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus.

L This is the Word of the Lord:
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection follows the reading.

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets,
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Hebrews 1:1-2a

HOMILY Be Born In Us Today Bringing Renewal

CANTICLE
Stand
MAGNIFICAT ~ Song of Mary Luke 1:46-55 
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PRAYER
Kneel/Stand
LITANY (Sung) LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends
so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

After each petition the following versicle is sung: 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:

The prayers then continue:
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ,

let us give thanks to the Lord:

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

COLLECT FOR PEACE (Sung) LSB 251
P Let us pray.  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) – Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 251
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand
BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] (Sung) LSB 252

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

COLLECT - Prayer for Guidance in Our Calling LSB 311
P Let us pray. 
C Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith 
to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your 
hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen.

As you are comfortable, please come forward and gather by the cross around the altar.
HYMN Renew Me, O Eternal Light – LSB 704

–  

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 
And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from Your holy face.

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 
And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will 
Temptations of the flesh to still. 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 
That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire, 
And with new life my soul inspire.

4 Grant that I only You may love 
And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold You face to face, 
O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672–1708; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain



BENEDICTION (Sung) LSB 252
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son,

and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.

The Offerings will be received at the door.

✠ Glory to God Alone ✠
Next Wednesday: Be Born in Us Today Bringing Guidance

In our next service, we will recall that the children of Israel wandered in the 
desert for 40 years, often doubting God’s plan for them. With the arrival of 
Jesus on the scene, we have a clear path to the promised land of heaven 
through him who is the Way.
 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
437 East Dragoon Trail; Mishawaka, IN  46544; 574-255-5585 

The Rev. Bryan G. Borger, Senior Pastor – Cell 574-386-6401
The Rev. Dr. Adam Clark, Outreach Pastor

Mrs. Emily Ruch, Director of Music Ministries
Mrs. Lataya Meyers, Ministry Coordinator (Church Office)

Sunday Schedule: Education Hour (All Ages) 9:00-9:50am
Sunday Worship 10:15 am


